F3mEHFEELS (BE2M55 ] EHEETS (HX2H2 5 | FEARE

EFEERS TAARZHA2 ) | HEAE

T

I. BANERJEE Maumita X F ¥ — Ev I X
BRRH KRR ABEBOR F 5kl
WFgesRs 2 4 by [BUCHARDEZR R R 2 —  INFHH. EEE. HEE O HEiFse]

“A study of contemporary Japanese election posters: comparing Naha city, Fukushima

prefecture and Tokyo*



FUHADEEFR R 2 — R, RER, Fa# O b5

R F— 1 iE, BRHADBEER R X — %I T 2 72 01T o 7= TR E O #ER
E L0 LDOTH L, AADEEH., e, B, f5E 3 N ERIRN 7 & 3t2eiic
B BEEFR 2 =0 bBERHROBUAKESHRILZ BEE S 2 & & ARWTIE D IR Hi 75
HITH 2, $7-. KL HE— M. EREHEIENT 24 A -0 ), EBEEZ X
— DRI A 2 AN BUEEE & LS 2 R T 2 56 0RE, R B0
DREEHED L DTH BB, WIEHAEIR. SO0 b, EER, SEE—cHL
T 2018 FED2 5 2019 FF LT TIT b7z, £72. ThoD=>DHRIZ, T XTBGE

PR CHIR T, TN EIRE RS H B,

MFHT 2 OMh0 X 5, HFIL. HBEOEE T, WHFEE TR BEALH
HO—2Ths, WHHIX, BHE LTILAMONTWT, A ASULEENTFLEL
TWnd—hH, AF 2 —N"ZACVIBLEDTIFRVFXx—AKRy P LTHHEHTH 3,
T, Rifilc, BRARYFEED? SBOBUENEEA 2N T2 b RX I3 257%
Vo ZOHIHIC BT 2 S OKERMIZ, HRZERERBOMEL LTHnzdbon
—DTH %, TR, PREFFICHT 2, HITEROPEREE) B ITONLT W3 X
IMERETH (P v v EZ A LXK, 20184 12 A 5 H),

R, WEEZRTAXS, 201143 Hic [ZHEEE] GhE, @k, @EREEER
B ICHEDNEERIE, WEAZBSHROMBICER Lt Tw»3 |, EERI, i
DD VIR D T, RO 72D I1CPU-D 0 FEER T —\vvb 2 i, AR, fEEf. &
T —%ERT 22 icLTw3 i, ooz, BRNAORSWEHTH T H 5,
72, ZNHDON, WHOEHOADRMNEICARZH, BXTRKEWAKERYi-7- L
PP LN E WS T T, EIRT A Lic L7,

BRI, HARDEHHTH 2 RAICHZIRY T X 50 WAE, ERAMFH O
—D2TH5, ENOMOR L IEL TATH, MRARKFEISE —-TH 2 ', 2L,
fthd — o DR &t~ R OREFIIRNS R DAL T 5,

TR IRDFR R L =720 Cli, ABICT D BRFRRAZ—=DBRODP LR 27D T, &
BRZEZ—D% X, FEEIN-ERIRCII AL, g, EECto FEEK» B0E
LAEBO RO 2725 DTH 5, FEHOGE., FAX—PERETZIREETOEELCEIC

2



MonTwel b % holz, FAZ =L rEH 2 ICBREC, R Thop -
e BRAZX =%k 2720% CIEHLTW 5,

ZDOLFE—FE, WooffiichrnT\nb, F—Hilx. IFHICOWTERT 3,

BB =ML, TN ENREEEERIFTEOERE R A X =IOV TiEmT 5, HPUHE
. Hiim<Th b,

AREATH

2018 FICHS T 23Nz HE, AFHIC W OGERIEEF M Thbh Tk, £/ L
—VCHHE, RECITHERREY 0FR2EY < Hhcig L 2R X 2 —2 K% D
ZOIIERL T2, TR 1 DX dic, EERRAZ -2 RKRT 2REDHTMND H Y
E L7225 BFH2HNHS, 2L DFRRZ—JMECHEH TR 272, % DRI
T, —HAR=ZARELEET T, AEFICIVIEDS T 2720, FAX—-%2FEHIC
i X oIl TWwW3725%9,

X 1

ZOHE»L. HAFORAZ —ICHBDORAZANBH L L) ZEeBRELNAT
W5, EHEOMETEHCELE WEEZ O Mo —2 T (Flzi, K2 %25) .
HHEOUCHRER 3 2 X E X, RicL2ARonTnihro/z, LA L, &L, B85 &I
x| EREMHEOHCKREANSGHETH L Z EBR 2T,



X 2

ToR 3, PO 7T ) v by Vv RERBEMEDT = — KW TH 5, DR
RANTEF TR, HORT 4 =T v T —=VIKHEBVWER LN, thofERE & b,
W77 DEHEU Db DR HET Wz, TORXA ML, FEFICHELL, VTv 7R
L7z A=Y 2 EEESMOANL I A S, 72, BHOKRRA X —ICHFEZ 5 {#H
Fixzo—ALrwvwhwZ b Ao, [HRHHH#E] %2 [New Era Okinawa | 1Z3%
RENTWz, L2Ll, TRINTHDIF, ZDOTL—XDATH-7, L VRN
BHHEDA A=V ZIaRT 2L 207 L —X 2@l T 22 EDBHNTHE EEZD
Nd, b, MOEDORAZ =T, ZOBEMEDRAZ —CNF =% h otz &
HEZZDERER,

X 3

Tl RZEY . AFHHOESERZ 2 =123, 4P 0BEESR LTz,
X413, BRRICEESNZUDDRA X —TH 5, Wi OEERZAZ—Tl13, BlINARE
H2EHFOVHEOLN T2 27205, 5DAZA VTR A X —I0BA LD, D
AZANEFREY FRAZ—DERIFIRVKETDH 5, BRMHEHREROHEDI KR X —
DRI EEHO TS, D LBoHIFBEZEHL, BHOBICITEHE R R, 0D



HErb, To—LHBR, BHEELDaI =T -2 a VTSV RBRDZ AL N ERR
FALTWw3EEZ27259, FAtkic, EOPEDEERZALZ— (K4okE) &, HR
CRONZMOBWET 23 LMo EER R X —Iclkx, DE IHREE5 25, HE 0
Y IBBRIDRAX—%FFOMFITC0E L EX 559 VY, UToEms., REHEL
DRRAZ =D > T 0% XVATEICT 2 2HE 2T 5,

X4, X5

B, B LR BICRAZEAVWEREEL 328, T cliios oK
AR =D, 25D KR A2 =M, THOFRRA X —DBLWEDFRAZ—-TH o7,

AR

EEDOEE (Z48H) | BLALDRRAZ —PHEIRICAEO2-72bDTH 3,
BlziE. K6k, WhbEHOEKDESICE LN D THE, 2Dl i, HLDE
KRR ICB T 2 M e RN T 2o 4 VERX P LPEARD H o7z, TDF
AR — % EIEHICHCE L <, Tl 2 ARTERE., RIRANZADFEFICHZ S X5l T
WheEEZRBEDL I, FHC, A VDAL FRRAX —DORELGNOERE LT % L
—OEWRRZ DT EVILEEZ TS, A I TIEACEEL T35 %EH
LCh LI, BERRX T, IS0 THIH 2L EZLTDE, e, FN
B X N4 v Fotta ik, (S0 X ) i) JoKkiEoBic, B Es R
AR —=DBEIPNTVDE I ERROPL R VAIRERF O TERVALEFEZ TS, &
AR —DFELGFTUAINC, MITEBRT 2 HIMEHEDO R 2 ANLTH 5, BEHEIX. 27



ZAZ LT, 7+4—~<ARBEVWEDODR—YEZETWS, HRTIZ. EBDORIFTHA I,
ZDORAR—T, BREBEE CHMELBOER D, LS ~DEEZEL A XAV ZRILTW
L XH9ICRZTWS,

X 6, X7

DITZ, EEERPRONDS X5 ICBUARFR R 2 —&lEiciEn L 7-fch 2 (¥
8) » BN (BL%EMbDYT) 74— ALZA—=VEEFETWIOBRRALNE, HEOYIED
MBORZALZ —LHNEBVDRZAZ—LDEVHAHL2ATHSH (M 8) , ZTDHA.
BIE7 =<V AA—YZETH2 (K 10, FEIZHSW) , FHITRED
I —mH b LES, BUOERFEMENLEL VS WS 2T Tldal, FUME
HETH, BUHEOFRAZ—=BLZEL VLN T e BRZTwiz, 2. &
Moz ic ., BHEOFBHICRZTWEZLEL57%9 (M8E9) , K9,
FEEDOREICHE O N T Wiz, DG, KEDOBRMEDARTIR R Tz,

X8, X9



X 10

FEEOREDORZAZ—TTN, M1I1EZRTARL S, SED., FEHEIZEVE
DA—=V X7 EZAZ LTS, L2L, ZOHEIITENZRET S, Aa—Hrd
[hdbe, KEEHL, | LI Ra—HvTh3,

X 11

B, BUHLLAERBICRAZEAVWERIEL $328, BRNTHO2 5 72FX
Z2—DN, 3MHOFRR X =B MUET, KHEOFRRZ =B3[R THWiERdro7,
R

HWHROEGE. Wl BUERIATEICBER . LA TV P PHRESGITA X VX
NTWZ EBREZTni,

Lo L. SERICIER 12 OFRR X =2 k% PRk 2, ZoBs, 4D
THRDOANZ VAPRPNT VWD EFEZD7259, KRFOARu—FviZ [HRIZ, dot
B3B! ] twHRu—H Vv ThHb, iDL AEDEREZ—D X 9 Ic, EfiEDOH
BHRLTH S, LrL, ZOFRAZ—E, EOBYV BT F AP TEDbDRLTWS, Z N,
FARRPMERE DB DD & ZANF0IRNDE b H LD T BRI LEEZLSL7ZH D,
WO DX I, EHFEOATT, BB OFHE, PRODHICEXSZTFAMTHDL, fih

7



DL DFRARXR—EITERLD, ROLRIIIFRALZ—D EEICH Y, BHO—EHZE > T
5,

X 12

ToX 13, K14, BL UK 1513, $XCHELW T, =27 THHEOELRH 5,
ZNENH, EE, HETRELEZLDTHE, BFRAZ—ICWwDE AN, ILldAh>F
TH5, HIBOENCH22DLLT, HDORAXANIIFZTRTORZLX—TIZIEFR LT
HBHLEZDBEAS, TIHIK, TRTCDODFRAZX—CHOEENR_FHICH > T3,
I e —AFICES L T A ho@EliZd b A2ARR > Tw a2, 2wz, X
14 L 15 O5H, BULOARIMEMEFRI LS KA Z—D 35D 1 % HDTWEL AT
Hb, £ M1BOGAL YR rREREHINTY S,

13, X 14, X 15



BJ 16 (ZHBRFECEE R A X —TH b, b OIIREMEZIEM T 2 MimELE KR
B2—D—DTHBEEZTE, KREZ—D—F e, RBFHE, ELAT~ |
EWVWI Ry —U Db, TNhb, HLEERREDLAR—ZADBD L, FEHEOMA
SCHHIE, HAREZEZORA L CRENIC LIRS 2HNEZEHEECTE—L LT3
LKIICR ARz, BT, HIIEZEORZHTOFEOTERICMHEHL T35, OB A
KEDPDODEARICE S ERBELTWEELEZONS, TOREZRITIE, FAX—(3#
HOREEIE T L ERLKEL), BRHEIEFA -V A7 X4 2L TWwE, E7,
WOHFIB—FHLOTFA I TH Y, BUEOAFIB/NS 7+ v b THEL2AT S,

REECFERKICERTH., Bhzlbd. IXRCOBEMENR 7 + —~ 1 RE%
LT/, LorLl, KEDPWBRERERZA X —DIT. HER—FE o7, B3
1 2o FRAR & =t TR VB ERZ—1F1 402257,

b
ZOWRITARICE T 2IARBIERE R X —D VL cH D . Bk O o #HiPH
NN

BERERAZ - R T EERDE D Y ToONTHETE, EHEOHAELED
572010, (FEHECHINGERE R A X —%2ERT 5L 0 bR H 2 L5 IR 27,
FNig., BHEZOBCEMZEOHBEEAYED R LIk b4, —1. TABZERICH



LZHRRAZ =, DLW EMOBRZITRPTTCEID0TIE AW EEZ TS, (E
FHTH 2 R A2 —DRbVIC, BE&EBHLDODINTWE D E ) IR TE Ty,

BBINICWI &, FOHIBOERERZZTH, TF R+ LIBEHE OGS iEIC
FtEp RO N2, B OMSER, Ko 2B, BEOF Y77 X—RY, EOFRL
—DIELAEHHLAVZZAALED S, 2001 FICHADBEIHRFAZ 23 L7 S,
Y4 Py (2008, 172) 1. [AHF T4 7F v v—v]| BHEVEHINEZV LI
L7, COMEMIISIMETNE LI THS, EHIC, FRAZX—DHNFITIE, T
YRERIEDOBIA. 72 3 EMICBMT 2 b DR Borbihorz, —F, Hr~n
T L N LT KO RWEKR~NDFLZEL RAZX —Rlab A o7, BR%E
Mbs, affEoR2 2 -4, EHEoEsEERI Tz, 72, EHEOH
LA, BOEOARTL D b HED R =2 % 50T\, HROHEERKE LY D
fldl % DEAHE 2 BT 2 L WHIRELS S, —Ti. 4 v FOgE, fEfliE X BUi 2 H
WIS 2HE0H 5,

FTYANMRRICBWTD, BT T7ABMTHIFEINBE R R X —Z, HRDOB
BICBWCELFAFEERKEAZRZLET w3 L ZoEIPLRZTWELEE XS
7239,

23 3k

Steve A. Seidman, Posters, propaganda and persuasion in election campaigns around the world
and through history, New York: Peter Lang, 2008

Japan Times, “Court rejects Okinawa’s demand that U.S. base relocation be halted” 2018 4F 12 H

5H

MEH 20192 H 6 H

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2018/12/05/national/crime-legal/court-rejects-okinawas-
demand-halt-u-s-futenma-base-relocation-henoko/#. XGPR1PZuJyx

AR

*E

P Z ORIREICN 4 2 B O LB DT, www.pref.fukushima.lg.jp/site/portal/ % S,

10


http://www.pref.fukushima.lg.jp/site/portal/

TfEEROKE T ZNZ ORI L 2RI, KHEONGI L T2,
iil “Statistics Japan prefectural comparison” https://stats-japan.com/t/kiji/10714 % &4,

VERERR A A =TI, R — L~ — https://www.toguchihatumi2.com % ZH4,

ENGLISH VERSION

A study of contemporary Japanese election posters: comparing Naha city, Fukushima prefecture
and Tokyo

The report discusses the outcome of some preliminary investigation undertaken to study
contemporary Japanese election posters. The broad objective of the research is to understand what
political posters in public space, such as residential areas, school building, railways stations or on
designated billboards, can convey about the culture of contemporary Japanese politics. The report
raises questions such as how do political candidates like to portray themselves to their voters?
What are the usual styles and layout of election posters? Is there any difference between the way
a male or a female political candidate is portrayed in a political poster in Japan? The research has
been carried out mainly in three regions of Japan—Naha, Fukushima and Tokyo between 2018
and 2019.

The three regions chosen for the purpose of the study are all politically charged regions and have
peculiarities of their own. First among these is Naha. It is the capital of Okinawa Prefecture and
one of the main cities of the island. The city is known for its tourism. It is famous for its cultural
heritage centers and water sports like Scuba diving and snorkeling. However, besides tourism,
there is a strong political angle to the city. The reason for this being the presence of The United
States military base in the region—a consequence of post war US-Japan security alliance. Due to
this, protests by the locals against the central Japanese government are quite frequent in Naha (see
Japan Times 5 December 2018). The second chosen region is the Fukushima prefecture. The
region witnessed what is referred to as the triple disaster (tsunami, earthquake and nuclear power
plant disaster) in March 2011. The region continues to face the problem of nuclear radiation”.
Since Fukushima prefecture is quite big, four major cities were selected for the purpose of this
study. These are Iwaki, Koriyama, Fukushima city and Aizuwakamatsu. They were selected
because they are the major and most populated cities of the prefecture. Among these Iwaki was
chosen because due to its proximity to the sea, the city was severely damaged after the natural
disaster. The last choice of region is Tokyo, the capital city of Japan. Tokyo is one of the major
world cities and within Japan, earns the highest prefectural income compared to any other region
in Japan®. All these reasons make Tokyo much better placed compared to the other two regions.
The objective of choosing these three regions for the study is to understand if politics is done
differently in these regions.

During the research most of the political posters were found by walking around the local
residential areas or on main roads, rather than on assigned billboards. The reason is, most of the
time there were not enough posters on the billibloards for study. The usual places of display of
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political posters in residential areas are electricity poles, walls, windows and even balconies of
residential buildings. Both old and new political posters were collected.

The report is divided into four parts. The first section discusses the case of Naha city. The second
and third sections are about political posters in Fukushima prefecture and Tokyo respectively. The
final section is the conclusion of the report.

Nabha City

At the time of my visit in 2018, the city was going through election campaign. The photographs
were collected by travelling in Naha city monorail and getting off between the train stations such
Shuri, Naha Kokusai Dori shopping street and Akamine. Though I found several city approved
billboards for the purpose of displaying election posters in Naha (for example see fig 1), at the
time of my visit I found the maximum number of posters in residential locations. Most of the times
these billboards were found to be only partially filled. The objective behind choosing residential
area to display election posters could be to develop easy proximity to the potential voters.

Fig. 1

During the study it was noted that political posters across Japan follow some uniformity in style.
One such trait is, the political candidates are either shown smiling or have a poised face (for
example see fig. 2). A face expressing aggression is rarely seen. However, it was in Naha,
compared to the other two regions, Fukushima and Tokyo, that I found the most varieties in self-
presentation of political candidates in posters.
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Fig 2

Fig. 3 below shows a candidate, Denny Tamaki, wearing a half sleeved printed shirt. A difference
was noted not just in his clothing style, but also in his body language. Compared to other
candidate’s posters, he has more than just a smile on his face. Due to this, his style conveys a very
joyful and relaxed image to the voters and audience in general. Furthermore, regarding the style
of text it was found that only he uses English language in his posters. It was used to translate shin
Jjidai Okinawa as “New Era Okinawa”. It is interesting to note that only this phrase was translated
in English language. Perhaps it is to convey an idea of a more progressive Okinawa or to add
emphasis to the phrase. It is to be noted that, compared to other party posters, his posters and
banners were more in number.

Fig. 3

As stated above, some creativity in political posters were found in Naha. Fig.4 is an example of
four posters from a billboard. In case of Japanese political posters, dramatic portrayal of self is
hard to find, however, fig. 5 stands out for its style. Unlike the usual style, the poster has a dark
brown background. The face of the candidate, Kaneshima Shun, takes most of the space in the
poster. His pointed eyes look directly to the audience and there is no smile on his face. In this case
we can say Denny and Kaneshima adopted somewhat different style of communicating with their
voters. Similarly, the political poster of Toguchi Hatsumi (fig.4 top left) is little unusual when
compared to Japanese political posters either of men or women. A bright pink color dominates her
poster”. Discussion in the following sections makes it more evident why her poster stands out.
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Fig 4 and Fig. 5

Before moving on to the next region, I would like to mention that out of total posters found in
Naha, compared to twenty-five posters with photographs of men, seven posters had women on it.

Fukushima prefecture

In the case of Fukushima (in all the four cities), most of the posters were found on the roadside.
Fig. 6 for example, was found near a city school. There were other sign posts and information
boards indicating information about local school and emergency evacuation in the location too. It
could be said that the election campaign poster was placed quite strategically, making it visible to
people travelling either by car or walking on foot (and also to low floor bus passengers). However,
if we compare the choice of location from the Indian context, we do notice a difference. Not in
terms of its visibility but its placement. It could be argued that these election posters are a reflection
of the contemporary society. In socially and economically stratified Indian society we may not
find a political poster of a candidate next to the drain and placed directly on the ground (as in this
case). Beside the location of the poster, other aspect to note is the style of the candidate. We find
the candidate in the poster wearing a formal dark color western suit with tie—a usual style of
Japanese political leaders. In this case the poster gives the image of an experienced and sincere
political aspirant who will lead the path to progress.
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Fig. 6 and Fig. 7

Below is an example (fig.8) of political posters being displayed on the road side for commuters
to see. We find all the people (both the genders) in the posters are wearing formal dress. When
compared to Toguchi Hatsumi’s poster from Naha, we find a difference from the political poster
of Yoshikawa Saori (fig. 8). In this case, Yoshikawa is wearing a formal woman’s suit in grey
color (also see Mori Masako in fig. 10). Another point to note is, it is not just that the political
posters of men in general that are more numerous, the number of posters displayed by men are
also more, due to which they get more visibility compared to women candidates (see for example
fig. 8 and 9). Fig.9 was found on the top of a residential wall. In this case the name of the female
candidate is not visible to the viewers.

fig. 8 and fig.9




Fig. 10

The last political poster that I would like to discuss in the context of Fukushima is fig 11. In this
case also the candidate can be seen in a dark color formal suit along with tie. But in this case his
hand movement suggests action. As the slogan of the poster says, “[lets] unveil the future through
our strength”.

Fig.11

Before moving on the next section, it is to be noted that compared to twenty-three posters of
men, the number of female candidates found in election posters were only three.

Tokyo

The last region from where political posters were collected is the national capital, Tokyo. In case
of Tokyo all the posters were collected from residential places. It was found that the candidates
regardless of their gender and political affiliation follow a more uniform style in terms of their
appearance and layout of election posters.

However, visually fig. 12 is a little different from the others. In this case all the information is
balanced. The slogan in bold letter says, “Japan will become more better”. The face of the
candidate is in the center like most of the other political posters, but there is a difference. In this
poster, the face is covered with text from all the sides, this takes away some impact off the face of
the candidate. As usual the name of the candidate, Nagatsuma Akira, is the most visible text in the
poster. Unlike many other posters, the name of the party is put on the top of the poster and it
partially covers the corner of the head of the candidate.
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Fig. 12

The below figures 13, 14 and 15 are interesting because all belong to the same party with one
common face. They are from Naha, Fukushima and Tokyo respectively. In all the posters the
common person is Yamaguchi Natsuo. Despite the difference in the region, his style is almost the
same in all the posters. Furthermore, in all the posters his photo is the second one. The difference
however is—besides the different candidates who appeared along with Yamaguchi—in fig. 14 and
15, the name of the political party was allotted one-third space similar to the candidates in the
poster.

Fig. 13,14 and 15

Fig. 16 is an interesting political poster. It is perhaps one of the rare political posters that uses
symbolism to convey meaning. At the top of the poster the text says, “Revive economy. Strive
ahead”. Then there is a space, which shows the sky and cloud. As if to indicate that the candidate,
Matsumoto Fumiaki, wants the voters to know that his objective is to make the Japanese economy
soar the limits of the sky. Furthermore, he used the stars in the night sky as a background behind
his photo; perhaps to suggest that his winning the election will be a blessing for Japan—from the
heaven. Apart from this aspect, the poster follows the usual norm. The candidate is in formal dress
and tie, his name being the most prominent text in the poster and the name of the party is written
in small font.
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Fig. 16

It is to be noted that in Tokyo similar to Fukushima prefecture, all the candidates, either men or
women were dressed in formal attire. However, the number of election posters with women were
highest in Tokyo. Interestingly compared to twelve posters with the photo of men, fourteen posters
with the photo of women were found.

Summary and discussion

The research is a preliminary study of contemporary political posters in Japan with much scope
for future studies.

The study found that though there are assigned billboards to display election posters, there is a
strong culture of displaying election posters in the residential areas or on the road side to increase
visibility of the candidates. Whereas, display of political posters in such places increase the
visibility of candidates among the potential voters, it could also be seen as blurring of public and
private space within the cities. It could not be confirmed if poster in residential areas involve
payment of any money.

Broadly speaking, there is a uniformity in the text and the way political candidates are portrayed
in the election posters in all the three regions. Certain styles are almost never used such as
caricature of opposition party candidates, angry faces or cartoon characters. Steven A. Seidman
(2008) while analyzing the Japanese political posters in the year 2001, noted lack of popularity of
“negative campaigning” (172). The trend seems to continue even now. Furthermore, nothing
related to religion, minority politics or old age was found in the content of the posters. On the other
hand, some common traits of Japanese posters found are most of the posters talk about the hope
of a better future at both national or regional level; they are in color and give importance to the
face of the candidate, in case of both men and women. The face and name of the candidate in most
of the posters occupy a prominent space, more than the name of the party. The reason could be the
assumption that Japanese voters give more importance to the individual candidate than to the
political party he/she is affiliated to. In this aspect we find that there is a difference with the case
of India, where at times more importance is given to the political party.
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To sum up, the preliminary study shows that even in the digital age the colorful paper election
posters continues to play a crucial role in Japanese politics vis-a-vis the voters and researchers
interested in Japanese society.
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